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of Strafford. " That great person" had been the
most ardent supporter of the opposition ; he had led
the attack upon Buckingham and had suggested that
the Petition of Right should be presented in the form
of a Bill, but, almost directly afterwards, had ap-
parently suddenly changed sides and appears hence-
forth as the most ardent supporter of royalty. To
account for this " apostasy" various theories have
been advanced ; it has been asserted that he was
bribed, that he was won over by the personal charms
of the king, that he had never really believed in the
cause of the Parliament, and that he was honestly
converted. With regard to all these views, it may be
said that not one of them contains the whole truth ;
it is incredible that a man should be ready to die for
a mere paymaster, or that a cold and calculating
statesman should have been induced to change his
policy for the sake of a few gracious words from
a king; and though much may be said for the
remaining explanations, they cannot be regarded as
complete. It must be noted that Buckingham, who
is supposed to have been the real object of Went-
worth's opposition according to the one theory, was
not assassinated until some time after the " apostasy"
was accomplished, and it must be also noted that
the other theory supposes a complete conversion to
have taken place in little more than a month. As a
matter of fact, the truth seems to be that, although
there was a slight change in his views, it was not
nearly so great as has been imagined. Wentworth
was, paradoxical as the idea may seem, a moderate
Liberal; he desired to see the prerogative limited,